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A PROSPECTIVE BIOGRAPHY OF ERNST ZERMELO (1871-1953) 
By Gregory H. Moore, University of Toronto 
To workers in the foundations of mathematics, Zermelo is well 
known, both for his 1904 proof of the Well-Ordering Theorem, 
where he originated the Axiom of Choice, and for his 1908 axioma- 
tization of what was later called Zermelo-Fraenkel set theory. 
However, Zermelo began his career not in set theory but in the 
calculus of variations and mathematical physics. To the 
physicist he is more likely to be familiar for his work on 
hydrodynamics and the kinetic theory of gases. And the algebraist 
remembers him as the author of a new and simple proof of the 
Zermelo in his twenties (Photo kindly 
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uniqueness of prime factorization. Zermelo ought to be well 
known, but is not, for his 1912 paper on two-person games -- 
prior to the work of E. Bore1 and J. von Neumann, Still less 
known are the non-mathematical aspects of his life such as his 
translation of Homer. 
There is at present no biography of Zermelo. H. Gericke (1955) 
and M. Pin1 (1969) each devote only a page to him, while A. 
Fraenkel (1967) and C. Reid (1970) contain scattered comments. 
Eventually a biographical article by B. van Rootselaar (1971) 
will appear in the Dictionary of Scientific Biography, but at the 
present rate of publication that is several years away. Even 
that article, good as it is, will be only 1800 words long. 
There is reason to believe that much more can be learned about 
his life. Indeed, I have found most helpful correspondence with 
Constance Reid and with Professors Reinhold Baer, W. Benz, Paul 
Bernays, Azriel Levy, George Polya, and S. Straszewicz. An 
interview with Zermelo’s widow by Frau Beate PfannemUller is 
illuminating. There also exists a mass of unpublished corres- 
pondence and manuscripts in the Zermelo Nachlass at Freiburg im 
Breisgau. I hope in due time to publish selected letters and 
manuscripts as well as a detailed biography. Thus it is most 
desirable to expand the available information. In particular, 
anyone who knew him can provide me with irreplaceable information. 
Anyone who is aware of letters, published or unpublished, by 
Zermelo should inform me of their recipient and present location 
through the HISTORIA MATHEMATICA editorial office. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF DE MORGAN 
John H. Wilson is preparing a biography of Augustus De Morgan 
and would be glad to know of unpublished materials. His address 
is Math Dept., Sheldon High School, 2455 Willakenzie Road, 
Eugene, Oregon 97401, USA. 
